
Party Trick: Pick Up Ice With String

Sidle up next to someone and tell them you 

can pick up an ice cube (or two) without 

touching it. I bet you’ll see a look of disbelief. 

In this workshop you’ll see it can be done, 

and you can now do this party trick with 

confidence.

Supplies:

➢ Ice, you may want it in a bowl to the 

side.
➢ A length of string – should be 

anywhere between 6 – 12 inches. 

Shown: yarn
➢ A glass of water, about ¾ full.
➢ Salt

Procedure:

Set the glass of water in front of you and the ice to the side. Take one ice cube and place it in the 

glass of water. This is the time when you’d make any grand announcements at a party while 

dangling your string over the glass. 

Place one end of the string on the ice. You’ll want it to make loop back once on itself if possible. 

It’ll help the string stick to make the trick look better without too much practice. 

Now, take the salt and sprinkle it on top of the string and ice, then count slowly backward from 

10. You could also make a speech to your audience at this time to distract them from the science 

going on.

After you reach ten, slowly raise it by picking up the string. 

Science:

The salt                                          the freezing temperature of the water.

Then, it                                                       . 

After that, the water                                                                                                              . 

                            

                            

                            



Experiment ideas!

How many ice cubes can you pick up with one string?

Can you use two strings at once?

What is the minimum amount of time it takes for the salt to dissolve and the water to freeze back 

over?

What is the minimum amount of salt you need for these experiments at the beginning?

Is there a point where you can get too much salt in the glass?



*Pay What You Want Pricing

On our site’s store we do pay what you want (PWYW) pricing. That means you can pay choose to pay for a 
dinner, a cup of coffee, or just take what you need for free – your choice.

Why? 

We believe that good educational tools shouldn’t be out of reach for people trying to better themselves and the 
world around them. Digital items never expire, never need to be stocked, and have no overhead other than 
website hosting fees. Thus, you shouldn’t have to have a tug of war between if you want to better the world or 
give up another goal. PWYW allows you to take on the world with confidence.

Get More For Free* On Our Website

You’re a hard working educator. It’s tough to find quality 
materials you can trust, look enticing enough for you to 
grade and work with, let alone enticing for the students to 
enjoy and learn from. 

We take a different approach to creating tools based off 
our 20+ years of experience between our staff, hands on 
approach to teaching, and irreverence for serious matters. 
We like to infuse things with fun and facts, colour and a 
touch of grown up – all in a delicate balance to make the 
chore of homework seem like fun.

Ready to learn more?

Collaboration 

We’ve built a lot of what we have off our needs and educators like you. We take requests to put on our to do list 
at any time. If you’d like to hire our graphic designers to make a packet for you, you can definitely higher them 
out, as well.

Dig through our growing collection of resources at https://insanitek.net

There’s a blog full of ideas, a library of resources full of workshops, an ever-growing supply of resources in the 
store. 

https://insanitek.net

Clickable link

https://insanitek.net/

